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17 March 2020

Dear Parents/Carers

Partial closure of Priory School

Following the Prime Minister’s news conference this evening, outlining the Government’s next steps to slow COVID-19, we write to provide further guidance on the current situation within school. At the time of writing, the Government has decided that schools should remain open, although non-essential contact with others is discouraged. 
 
Whilst we currently do not have any confirmed cases of COVID-19, we do have several staff absent who are currently self-isolating as they are displaying symptoms of COVID-19. We also have staff who are in higher risk categories, as defined by the Government, and as such have been advised to remain off work.  This means that unfortunately, we will not have sufficient staff available to ensure adequate provision of learning and the safety of all of our students and will need to have a partial closure of the school for Year Nine, starting from Wednesday 18 March until at least the end of the week. We have tried to bring balance between prioritising the youngest students who need more direction with their studies, and the oldest in their preparation for upcoming GCSEs. If this presents any significant and unresolvable childcare issues, and/or if you are a healthcare worker who will need to have your child in school to fulfil your work commitments, we can have these students in school, but they may need to join another year group, or work independently.
 
During the closure, schoolwork will be available on Show My Homework for students to complete.  Staff will be available to answer queries and to track and monitor completion of the work. It is extremely important for students to engage meaningfully with this work, which will consolidate and build on current knowledge and will also cover new content.
 
We are aware that examinations are fast approaching for year 11, but official guidance regarding these has not been shared with schools at present.  Current advice is that students should continue to prepare for these as normal and school staff will continue to provide resources to help students prepare effectively.
 
Please refer to previous letters for guidance on self-isolation and the symptoms that you should look for. The health and safety of our school community is our priority and we will be sending home any student with a persistent cough or a high temperature.
 
We will continue to update on the School’s position when we have further information. Thank you for your continued support and understanding in these unprecedented times.
 
Yours sincerely
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Mr Vaughan
Head Teacher
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