





29 March 2020


Dear Parents/Carers

At the end of an unprecedented week in the midst of extraordinary times, a brief update from Priory School.

Home Learning
We are providing all students a broad and meaningful curriculum and our superb team are continuing to support learners as best they possibly can – giving feedback and responding to students.

Some parents have contacted us to express uncertainty about the nature of the home learning.

No two houses are the same so, understandably, no two responses from parents are the same either but, if I may, here is some simple guidance.

It is for you as a family and individual students to engage with the work in the ways and amounts that best suit your circumstances. We have set the work to keep your child’s mind active and to keep learning live. We have provided work and structure and some guidance on timings but we will not be judging you and there will be no punishments for students struggling to access or understand the work set.

Many of you already have more than enough to worry about.

If you think we have set too much work you are right.

If you think we have not set enough work you are right!

Try to build Priory work around a variety of activities that may include exercise, reading, cooking, art, films, talking as a family (No, really!) or to friends.

Please don’t argue about any of this. It is more important that you work out how to be in a confined space together and still get on. It is much more important that you have harmony in your homes.

We will then pick up the rest when we are back in school. The sooner the better but we cannot say when.

Free School Meals
We have sent vouchers to families who would normally have Free School Meals. Please check your texts and emails for more information. We have sent these food vouchers to the contacts that we have for you. If your child is Free School Meals or you know someone who is, please check.

Feedback
Remote learning is important to enable children to continue with their education, and Priory is working with partner organisations to provide extensive and first-class online resources to support our students. However, we recognise that many students will struggle to access online learning at home. Whilst we will continue to set work and support students without IT, we are working hard to support every child get access to computers and internet from home.  
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We will send out a survey in the coming week to help us get a better understanding of the IT issues across our community. We also want to gain a sense of how you, as parents and students, are coping with the work we have set and how we can continue to respond supportively.

And finally…

If it is helpful we are thinking about three clear phases to Lockdown.

Phase One: First two weeks of work on Show My Homework - Keeping it simple.

Phase Two: Easter - Support for vulnerable students and students of Key Workers, otherwise family time and time for us to reflect on the feedback of Phase One.

Phase Three: After Easter, subject to the national picture, feedback on Home Learning and the status of our schools. We will communicate the next programme of support.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We are one week into this and there may be many more ahead. Be patient. If you feel you’re not a good enough teacher, don’t worry, we’re not sure we’re good enough parents! We’ll work this out together.

Please take care of yourselves and each other.

Have the best possible week that you can have and then we’ll move on to the next one.

#clapthecarers

#nhsheroes

 
Yours sincerely
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