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17 March 2020

Dear Parents/Carers

Coronavirus update - Tuesday 17 March
 
This is a fast developing situation but we think it important to provide regular updates from the school perspective.

We remain open and students are calm, in good spirits and working hard. As you will have heard on the news, the delay stage of plans to fight coronavirus are being introduced. The UK government says as of Friday 13 March:
· All people with flu-like symptoms – a temperature above 37.8°c or a persistent cough – should self-isolate (stay at home, away from other people). For those who live alone the guidance states stay at home for 7 days from when your symptoms started. If you live with others and you or one of them have symptoms of coronavirus, then all household members must stay at home and not leave the house for 14 days.
· The government and NHS websites have full guidance on what to do if staying at home, and self-isolating advice.
· If anyone in Priory School becomes unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature they will be   sent home and advised to follow the staying at home guidance.
  
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public
and:
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

School closures
We will keep you updated with any further guidance, or measures that need to be put in place. We remain open and wish to remain open for everyone, but what we cannot predict at this stage is the likely absence levels of staff, given that they may be required to self-isolate. We will monitor this closely on a day-by-day basis. We are well staffed today but that is likely to change.

Please refer to the website and download the MyEd app to support communication.

Some parents/carers are already self-isolating their children and understandably asking for work. At this stage, with fluctuating staffing, we cannot guarantee individualised plans so would ask that in the first instance you:
·         Refer to Show My Homework
·         Use Hegarty Maths and other platforms known to students
·         Use the Knowledge Organisers on our Website (https://www.priorysouthsea.org/curriculum/knowledge-organisers/)

As and when the situation escalates further we will provide a more comprehensive Home Learning Plan and are currently preparing students for that eventuality.
 
School Trips
The government has also warned against overseas school trips from Friday 13 March. A link to this guidance can be found at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/covid-19-travel-guidance-for-the-education-sector
As a result, all trips from BET schools will be cancelled from this date on. At the time of writing, we have received no guidance as to when this advice will change, and so we ask for patience and understanding regarding refunds as this will be a matter decided by the insurance companies, but I am pleased to confirm a full refund for the cancelled Ski Trip, scheduled for Easter.


Upcoming calendar dates
As an extension of decisions taken last week, we will cancel all remaining evening events this term.
·         Thursday 19 March - Year 8 Parents’ Evening - Previously cancelled
·         Wednesday 25 March - Year 9 Parents’ Evening
·         Thursday 26 March - Duke of Edinburgh Information Evening
·         Wednesday 1 April - Easter Concert
·         Thursday 2 April - Year 11 Parents’ Evening

Friday 20 March is an INSET day - school will remain closed to students.

To reiterate, please encourage all family members to wash hands thoroughly for 20 seconds, cover sneezes and coughs with a tissue to ‘catch it, bin it, kill it.’
 
Please stay safe and look after each other.
 
Yours sincerely
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Mr Vaughan
Head Teacher
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