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27 May 2020

Dear year 10,
 
I hope you are enjoying this wonderfully sunny half-term break.
 
Further to our letter to you last week, we are still hoping to welcome you back to school as soon as is safe and possible. As you may know, advice to schools on opening our site to your year group has been complex and, over the weekend, the Government advised schools and colleges to increase provision to year 10 students from 15 June – assuming COVID-19 lockdown restriction conditions are met.
 
A great deal of work has gone into providing a safe and workable model for you to return to Priory on 3 June. In light of this revised guidance, we are currently reviewing our plans – though we are still certain that we can provide a protective environment for you to return on this date.
 
We will decide the date for reopening the school site to you by Monday of the first week after half term, 1 June. Once we have heard the scientific advice from the Government we will, of course, communicate with you and your parents again.
 
We know from your communications that so many of you are desperate to return and we want you back as soon as possible too. We know that Home Learning can be harder than being in school and your efforts may be up and down. You have a break over half term but you must keep going.
 
Whatever happens next week I feel the need to remind you of two things:
 
1. There is no information to indicate that examinations will not happen for you next year. You must continue to work on the basis that they will. Most of you have been working brilliantly, some of you have not been working at all.

2. If we do reach the stage where examinations may not happen, it will be even more important that you have completed work for us. If it transpires that we do not have examinations, we may be asked to recommend grades on the basis of work received. This work is all evidence that can be used to support you.
 
Please do not use COVID-19 as an excuse to do less work than you are asked to do. Your work is vital, perhaps more so than ever before.
 
Thank you for your continued maturity and patience during this strange time – we are all here for you and can’t wait to see you soon.
 
Please stay safe and enjoy the rest of your half-term. Next week, whatever happens, get back to work.
 
Take care
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