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3 July 2020
Dear Year 9 Parent/Carer
We wanted to take this opportunity to update you on the overwhelming success of the live lesson programme which has taken place between Monday and Thursday of this week for Year 9 students.
We have identified the key successes as being:
· 31 live lessons, across 13 subject areas in 4 days.

· Year 9 students have cited a preference for live lessons.

· Teachers being able to address any misconceptions immediately and give feedback to students in the live lessons.

· The maturity and positive attitude to learning shown by Year 9 students in all live lessons. 

We will be offering a further week of live lessons Monday to Thursday next week, to build upon the successes and learning over the past few days. A full timetable can be seen via the school website page: https://www.priorysouthsea.org/live-lessons/. The individual teachers will share with students the zoom link for each live lesson via Show My Homework.
I would like to take this opportunity to remind students and parents of the expectations around zoom live lessons. 
· Students need to have their camera on at the start of the lesson in order to prove their identity, but this should then be turned off. Once the register has been taken the students will not be visible to staff during the live lessons and all lessons will be recorded as they happen to safeguard all. Students will be able to participate via the ‘comments’ box feature in zoom. If students do not have the camera facility they should message their teacher ahead of the lesson via SMHW to inform them - that way they will be admitted to the live lesson. 

· Students should complete the independent tasks after the lesson. This gives students a chance to show their teacher what they have understood, and to consolidate their learning into their long term memory. 

For ease, we have also reattached our ‘Student Online Protocols’ document which explains the expectations for attending a live lesson.
It is an expectation that all Year 9 students will be attending the live lessons next week. Thank you to parents that let us know if their child was not going to be involved for any reason. If you would like your child to opt out of live lessons please complete this google form by Monday 6th July, 8am: https://forms.gle/ctF5an8bwKbv5k947.  In the absence of parental communication, we expect all students to attend. 
If you have any questions, please do let us know.
Yours sincerely

Mrs R Spalding

Assistant Headteacher
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Online Home Learning Protocol - Live lessons

For students:

· I will remember that all the normal school rules apply when I am learning online. If these are not followed, school sanctions will be applied and parent/carers informed. You may be removed from the virtual classroom if not adhering to the rules
· I will not record or take photos of my classmates or teachers during a live lesson
· I will only engage in video or audio conversations when my teacher invites me to do so
· I understand that, when using applications provided by the school, my use can be monitored and logged and can be made available to my teachers
· I am aware that, when in a live lesson, this is an extension of the classroom and I should conduct myself as I would in a classroom.
You must:

· Have your lesson in an environment that is quiet, safe and free from distractions but preferably in a common area of your house (whenever possible this should not be your bedroom) 
· Be on time and mute your microphone when joining 
· Have a neutral background  
· Be dressed appropriately for learning as you would be at school (no pyjamas or clothes with inappropriate slogans) 
· Remain attentive during sessions without distractions 
· Not use the chat function of the platform for anything other than responding to/asking questions about the lesson
· Follow the instructions of your teachers during these live lessons
· Interact patiently and respectfully with your teachers and peers.
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