







10 September 2020

Dear Parents/Carers

Year 10 students’ start to term
 
I hope that this letter finds you and your family in good health. After the first week at Priory I thought it would be a good time to provide some updates at the start of term.

Firstly, thank you. It has been lovely to have such a delightful group of students back to continue their GCSE courses after months of uncertainty in Lockdown. I imagine that they are rather tired at the end of their first full week in six months though!

Our teachers have been reporting back how calm, positive and enthusiastic everyone has been. It has been lovely to observe everyone back and their common sense and good humour demonstrates how well you have prepared them for the return.

Physical Education
As students have been away from classrooms for six months we have built an assessment lesson into the timetable at the start of the year. This is to give us the best chance of understanding every student’s “start point” as they return. As we did not want to reduce the amount of time on GCSE subjects we have temporarily removed PE from the timetable. This is a short term measure, we know PE is important and we expect to introduce it back into the timetable later this year.

Masks
It has been uplifting to see how readily our decision to implement the wearing of face coverings by students and staff has been adopted, and I would like to thank you specifically for your support of this important measure. A reminder that all staff and students are required to wear face coverings at the following times: 

· when arriving in the morning until they reach their tutor base;
· when moving between lessons;
· when inside at break and lunchtime;
· when leaving the site at the end of the day.

It is optional for students and staff to wear face coverings within lessons.

One-way systems
The first few days were designed to help year 10 become familiar with this way of moving around the site and they have responded extremely well. This is a system that is new to us all and we are getting used to it but year 10 have been supportive and mature. You will know that our system is designed to minimise contact with other year groups and on the rare occasion that there is crossover, it is fleeting and managed by staff.

Start & end to the day
[image: ]
Year 10 have been very good at being on time for school but poor punctuality is creeping in with a few students. It is very important to maintain this because any student that is late creates additional issues when they have to be taken across school to their year group. I will consider closing gates and refusing entry to students who are late, given the disruption that it causes to our safety plans.
[image: ]

The school day ends at 3.00pm, Years 7 and 8 leave five minutes earlier so when year 10 are leaving at 3.00pm  there is further separation of groups at the end of the day.

Break times and food

The two break times have been staggered to ensure that no more than three year groups are at break at any one time. Year 10 have a separate year group Zone for their break time. Can I ask that you avoid using nuts in your packed lunches, as this is a significant health concern to some students and their parents.

Staff tests for COVID

As reported in the Portsmouth News, we have had staff take tests in this past week. These are purely precautionary and driven by mild symptoms in family members but staff still stay off school until results come back. They have all subsequently come back negative. It seems likely that this will happen more frequently as we move through the autumn and is evidence of our scrupulous focus on health and safety. As detailed in our Risk Assessment we will take further steps if anyone actually tests positive.

We know that individual family circumstances may cause greater anxiety so please do not hesitate to contact us if you have specific concerns. We know that these are unusual times but we are committed to working through these challenges in partnership with you.

Symptoms of COVID-19
With the cold and flu season approaching, your child may develop symptoms such as a runny nose and/or sore throat. Please be aware that these are NOT identified by PHE as COVID-19 symptoms, and that the three main symptoms of COVID-19 in children have been identified as being the same as those in adults, namely:
· a new, continuous cough
· a high temperature
· a loss of sense of taste or smell

If you suspect your child has COVID-19, you should notify the School, keep him/her away from school and arrange for them to be tested as soon as possible. Your child – as well as the rest of the household and anyone in your support bubble – should self-isolate until you receive the results. 

If a child shows symptoms of COVID-19 at school, we will ask them to return home and be tested as soon as possible.

Upcoming dates for your diary

25 September – Trust INSET day - the school is closed to all students.

[bookmark: _GoBack]For further information and to ensure you receive the most up to date communication directly to your phone and email please take the time to download the Parent App that we use http://www.myedschoolapp.com/

We appreciate that these are uncertain times, and we thank you for your understanding as we first and foremost – and as always – put our children’s education and wellbeing at the forefront of everything we do. All in all, it has been a very impressive return to Priory so a huge thank you and well done to year 10 students, parents and carers.

Yours sincerely
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Mr Vaughan
Headteacher
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