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October 2020
Dear Parent/Carer 
In accordance with the 2002 Education Act and the 2010 Academies Act, Relationships and Sex Education in Secondary Schools is now compulsory.

The Curriculum Leader for PSCHE, Mrs Blachford, and Miss Elkins who will be delivering the programme of lessons, have developed a carefully planned programme of relationships and sex education. A number of sessions will be delivered in single-sex groups.

The programme will focus on self-esteem and relationships, as well as methods of contraception. We believe it is appropriate to the needs and sensitivities of young people as they face the challenges and responsibilities of emotional, moral and sexual maturity. Our focus is the promotion of healthy, stable relationships.
It is recognised however, that some parents may prefer that their children do not receive relationship and sex education at school. This is a position which the Governors and staff at Priory School fully respect. The 1996 Education Act states that parents have the right to withdraw their children from all or part of the sex and relationships education offered, other than those elements contained within the National Curriculum for Science. This right extends to all pupils from age 11 upwards.
Once we receive a request that your child be excused from Sex and Relationships lessons, that request will be complied with until you change or revoke it. The procedure for exercising the right of withdrawal is as follows: 
1. A written request should be sent to the appropriate Progress Leader. This will be kept on file for use by PSCRE and science teachers to ascertain which children are excused from a particular section of the programme so that alternative work may be arranged for them.

2. Parents who are considering exercising the right of withdrawal may wish to discuss the matter with our Curriculum Leader for PSCHE, Mrs Blachford, or Miss Elkins prior to making a decision. You should contact the school if you would like to make an appointment. 

If you have any questions at all, please do not hesitate to contact me by email: aelkins@priorysouthsea.org 

Yours faithfully
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enjoy respect achieve




Miss A Elkins
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