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13 Nov 2020


Dear Parents/Carers
 
I hope that this letter finds you and your families well in the middle of Lockdown two. As I write this week, with our latest update from Priory School, there appears to be genuine hope that there is light at the end of the tunnel with the announcement about a vaccine. Let us hope so.

I am pleased to report that there have been no positive cases since 30 October that have required students to be sent home. We know that this situation may change so it is important to reiterate once again the key messages in school, namely,
· The importance of wearing masks properly during transitions. This is now a national requirement in secondary schools.
· Adhering to the one-way system. Our students have been magnificent on this but it remains vital.
· Being mindful of maintaining sensible distance with other year groups and from each other at break times.
· The importance of punctuality in the morning to minimise cross bubble transmission

Lockdown until 2 December

For further general information on the latest lockdown please follow this link: Gov.UK

Isolating
[bookmark: _GoBack]
We understand how frustrating isolation can be but it is important to reinforce some key points.

The period of isolation does not change even if you have a negative test during isolation. A test result only confirms whether you were positive or negative at the time of that test. 
· If a student is not isolating and they receive a negative test they can return to school.
· If a student receives a positive test they have to stay off school for the stated time.
· If a student has a negative test but are isolating they still have to remain home until that period of isolation has been completed.
Please consult the guidance issued by NHS England. https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

If you are unsure as to whether your child should return to school or not it is important that you feel free to discuss it with us.

Learning from home

There will be two forms of support for learning from home provided for students isolating in the coming weeks and months.

1. Home Learning
This is for smaller groups of students or individuals within a bubble who have to self-isolate. It includes contact details for all of their teachers who will still be teaching the remaining students in class but will be available for questions about work. In addition, pastoral staff will make contact to support a student’s wellbeing.
Priory Home Learning Google site

2. Live learning
When a whole year group bubble is required to isolate staff are then available to provide live lessons.
Links to Zoom meetings will be on the “Show My Homework” site and students will follow their normal timetable during the day.
On the week beginning 2 November year 9 had a week of isolation. During that week we provided over 230 Live lessons and students submitted over 3,000 pieces of work. We do not want to work this way but it is reassuring to know we can deliver live, productive and relevant lessons. Well done to students and staff alike for their hard work in making this such a success.

Year 11 mock examination

Our Year 11 begin their Mock GCSE examinations next week. We know that they are nervous about them but also know that they will be stronger and better prepared for going through the experience.
We will be there alongside them and wish them well.
All we ask is that they try to do their best. That is all and that will be enough.

Once the exams are over and marked we will then have a clearer plan of where to offer additional support and we are formulating a huge wrap around support programme for Year 11 next term.

Catering provision

Since half term, we have increased our catering provision and all students are now able to purchase hot and cold food each day during their designated lunch breaks. Those in receipt of free school meals are able to collect a free hot dinner or cold option each day.  

Free school meals

Having previously expressed my dismay at decisions taken on free school meals it is equally important to express gratitude when decisions are taken in support of these young people. Since I last wrote, the government has announced its Covid Winter Grant Scheme and an expansion of the Holiday Activities and Food programme in 2021. This is in response to Marcus Rashford’s campaign to maintain free school meals during school holidays. This is a huge investment and a massive step in the right direction.

As we approach Christmas we will continue to find ways to support St Margaret’s Foodbank. We plan to run a Non School Uniform day before the end of term to support this wonderful organisation at its time of greatest need. More information to follow.

Thank you for all of your continued support. If there are any specific circumstances that you wish to discuss do not hesitate to contact us.

Best wishes to you all.
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Mr Vaughan
Headteacher
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Dear Parent

Own Clothes Days 2007
Spring Term — Thursday 15" February and Friday 16" March

1 write to notify you of our two ‘Own Clothes’ Days this term

Proceeds from 15" February will be for House Charities. Proceeds from 16"
March will be for Children in Need.

Pupils will be expected to contribute £1.00 towards these deserving charities
and must remember to bring this extra money on each of the two days.

| addition | must stress that the following expectations will remain despite it
being Own Clothes Day:-

« No facial jewellery is to be womn in school
«  Skirts must be of a length in line with school policy
= No vest tops or inappropriately revealing clothing will be permitted
« No drug related logos on clothing will be permitted

Thank you in anticipation of your support for these days. Can | ask you to
remind your son/daughter to remember to bring important items such as
locker keys and Bus Passes on these days.

Yours faithfully

Fo e o

S. Vaughan
Deputy Head Teacher
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