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7 January 2021

Dear Parents and Carers,

I am writing to update you regarding your child’s scheduled BTEC or Cambridge National exam. As you are no doubt aware, the government has announced that GCSE examinations will not take place this summer for current Year 11 and will be replaced with ‘alternative arrangements.’ They have also announced today that it is up to schools whether they wish to run the January exam series of BTECs and other vocational subjects.

Our priority is to ensure students are not disadvantaged. We know students and teachers have been working hard towards the January exams however, now that the national entrants for the paper will not involve the whole exam cohort, we have reluctantly decided that it is not in our students’ best interests to take the exam at this stage. We feel that with such uncertainty surrounding these exam outcomes we could unwittingly disadvantage our students by sitting the examination, particularly as we cannot prepare them as well as we normally would. In addition, we believe the rapid acceleration in Covid figures locally makes bringing together a large number of students unwise at this precise time.

The exams that were scheduled to take place in the coming weeks that are affected by this change are as follows:
Friday 8th January - BTEC - Travel and Tourism
Wednesday 13th January - Cambridge National - Child Development
Tuesday 2nd February - BTEC - Sport (Y10's)
Thursday 4th February - BTEC - Digital Information Technology
Friday 5th February - BTEC - Health and Social Care
 
We understand that students may be disappointed and they should continue to work hard to prepare for this examination, as the exam boards have already confirmed there will be an opportunity to take their assessment at a future date or students will still be awarded a centre assessed grade, both ensuring the fairest possible outcome in the circumstances. We believe this to be a fairer representation of what students could and should achieve if they had sat this examination. The course remains mainly assessed by portfolio so students still need to continue completing all work set by their teacher, with work submitted to the highest possible standard as this may be used as evidence in predicting the best grade when the time comes.
 
1.    If students do not take the exam, they may still be able to take it in the summer. If BTEC do run this exam, then students will be able to prepare thoroughly as there are no GCSE examinations.
2.    If all BTEC exams are cancelled, then we will use the work that students have completed, and are continuing to complete, as evidence to validate a teacher grade.
 
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Fairs via email: sfairs@priorysouthsea.org or Mrs Russell at erussell@priorysouthsea.org
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you for your support at this time.
 
Yours sincerely
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Mr Vaughan					Mrs E Russell
Headteacher					Examinations Officer
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