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March 2022
Dear Year 8 parents/carers
Year 8 Options Programme
We are pleased to be able to write to you about our Options Programme for our 2022-25 students.
At Priory School our Key Stage 3 curriculum is during Year 7 and 8, and all students then move into the Key Stage 4 curriculum in Year 9. All students will engage with the full Options Programme over the coming weeks, and select their subjects to take through to examination in Year 11. 

Our Options Programme is fully inclusive, supportive of both students and parents. Students will engage with the full Programme to ensure they make the right subject choices for them as an individual; through subject specific lessons, tutor time, assemblies, focus day, careers week and much more. 

This is a really exciting period of time for our Year 8 students, and we are looking forward to working with parents and carers. We know that parents/carers will have a wealth of questions and we are therefore providing a package of information and support during this time:

· Year 8 parent/carer options evening (17th March - See full details below)

· Our Options website will provide information regarding the full process, dates and subject specific information - available on our website from Monday 7th March.

· Options email - If you have any questions regarding the Options Programme please do not hesitate to contact us directly at options@priorysouthsea.org

Year 8 Parents’/ Carers’ Options Evening

We are pleased that we are able to offer a Year 8 parent/carer Options Evening on Thursday 17th March, 5:30 - 7:30pm. 

We are hoping to be able to offer this as an ‘in person’ live event, and we will be using Eventbrite to gauge interest and plan this evening.
We are, however, going to plan the event to reduce Covid risks wherever possible. With this in mind, we will run two events on the night, the first from 5:30 until 6:15, followed by another between 6:30 - 7:15pm. We will also ask, where possible, that only one accompanying adult attends with their child. We also highly recommend any adult or child over 11 years old wears a mask in any indoor spaces.

Please sign up to attend the event via the following Eventbrite form by midday on Monday 14th March. 

Please sign up via this Eventbrite link to attend the event: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/priory-school-year-8-options-parents-evening-tickets-288687240307

Year 8 Focus Options Day

We are planning a full Options Focus Day on Wednesday 23rd March. This will be a really important day for students within the full Programme and we ask for 100% attendance that day. All students must be punctual as we will kick start the day with an assembly (lecture) from Portsmouth University. The students will then commence on a carousel of taster lessons throughout the day, to enable them to engage in many of our subjects only offered in KS4 so they may not have previously experienced them. Full uniform is required on the day as per usual.

Homework during selection process 

Homework will be suspended during the week of 21st March to support students with the Options Programme. 

Options Selection

The options selection form will be a Google form, and will go live on Thursday 24th March. We ask that all students complete this form with a parent/carer together. The deadline for the form to be completed is 1st April 2022. 
Your child will engage with these subjects from Year 9 to 11, and complete their examinations in Year 11. It is important that they select subjects based on their own preferences, career aspirations and enjoyment. We will do our best to accommodate all choices, however we do ask for more options than is required to support the full cohort. 
The form will be available on our Options website, which will go live on Monday 7th March. 
Yours sincerely
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enjoy respect achieve




Miss Spalding

Assistant Headteacher
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