
	Year 10 · Information for parents and carers
Work experience
How it works, why it matters, and how you can help
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	Placement deadline
Wednesday 24 March 2027
	Work experience
Monday 28 – Wednesday 30 June 2027


What is work experience?
Time spent working in, or shadowing, a workplace to see what a job is really like. It can be:
· In person, online, or a mix of both
· A real look at work, with time to ask questions
· Hands-on tasks, like answering phones or helping make something
· Feedback from the employer on how your child did
Why does it matter?
	Confidence and skills – it builds the skills employers look for.
Choosing a path – it helps your child decide what to do after Year 11.
Real examples – something to talk about in CVs, applications and interviews.
Even if it isn't their dream job, your child will still build useful skills – and it should be enjoyable!


Pursuit Week: three options
	Option 1
Three days of work experience
Monday to Wednesday, then day trips on Thursday and Friday
	Option 2
Five days of work experience
A full week with one employer
	Option 3
Five-day residential
A week away on a residential trip


Turn over: how you can help your child find a placement →

	How you can help
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Step 1: Know yourself – talk about these at home
	1   What are your favourite subjects?
	2   What are your hobbies and interests?

	3   What skills do you already have?
	4   What skills would you like to develop?


Step 2: Explore the options
	Construction
Electrician, plumber
	Digital and IT
Coder, IT technician
	Education
Teacher, early years
	Health and care
Nurse, lab technician

	Hospitality
Chef, events planner
	Creative arts
Designer, actor
	Hair and beauty
Hairdresser, therapist
	Sport
Coach, lifeguard


Close to home: Portsmouth's big sectors include maritime, defence, health and tourism.
Step 3: Set up the placement – your child can…
	Research the company and the right person to contact
	Get in touch by email, phone or a visit
	Search job websites and volunteering sites

	Ask family and friends – word of mouth works
	Try social media to message local companies
	Ask their teachers if they know a good employer


Once the placement is confirmed
	1. Check in
Before June, your child checks the employer is still happy to have them.
	2. Booklet
Your child fills in a work experience booklet during the placement.
	3. We check in
School will visit or call to make sure it's going well.
	4. Any worries?
Contact us, or the employer directly.



	Struggling to find a placement? Don't panic – there is plenty of time.
We hold a small number of placements. Speak to your child's tutor, or ask your child to see the Careers Lead.
Tiff Manktelow, Careers Lead:  tmanktelow@priorysouthsea.org
Anne-Marie Wood, Careers Manager:  awood@priorysouthsea.org
Video guide: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KS5CVX7rr_y0kieqP4tBxbKQNVuVCYE2/view?usp=drivesdk 
Placement deadline: Wednesday 24 March 2027
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